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popcorn # porosity - 

popcorn \*pap-jc6(3)rn\ n : an Indian corn (Zea mays everta) 
whose kernels on exposure to heat burst open to form a white 
starchy mass; also : • the popped kernels 
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resembles a pope (as in authority) 
church 



3 : a priest of an Eastern 



popery Vpo-pfc-)re\ n : roman Catholicism — usu. used dispar- 
agingly 1 

pop eye Vpap-.I\ n [back-formation fr. pop-eyed] : an 'eye staring 
and bulging (as from excitement) — pop-eyed \«%d\ adj 
pop fly n : a high fly ball in baseball 

pop-gun \ 1 pap. ( g9n\ n : a toy gun that usu. shoots a cork and pro- 
duces a popping sound "" 3 

poo-in-jay ybap-«i-ja\ n [ME papejay parrot, fr. MF papegaL pape- 
jai Jr. As babghd 1 ] : a strutting supercilious person 

pop-Jsh Vp6-pish\ adj [pope] : Roman Catholic — often used dis- 
paragingly 

pop-Jah4y adv : in accordance with Roman Catholicism — often 
used disparagingly 
larYpap-kA" 



r r j n (ME poplere, fr. MF pouplier. fr. powp/e poplar, 
fr. L/)opti/us] 1 a : any of a genus (Populus) of slender quicks 
growing trees (as an aspen or cotton wood) of the willow family b 
: the wood of a poplar 2: tulip tree 1 * 

pop-Jin Vpap-lanV n [F papeline] : a strong fabric in plain weave 
with crosswise nbs 

pop4i.te«l Vpap-l^te-al also pap-lit-oA adj [NL popliteus. fr. L 
popht-. popla ham of the knee] : of or relating to the back part of 
the leg^behind the knee joint 



pop 



p-,6f\ n : one who talks loosely or loudly 
o« Xftpap-'oK W 1 a : to leave suddenly b : 



to die unex- 



pectedly 2 : to talk thoughtlessly and often loudly or angrily 
pop-over Vpap-.o-vaA n : a hollow quick bread shaped like a muf- 
fin and made from a thin batter of eggs. milk, and flour < u 
pop-pa Vpap-3\ hot of PAPA 

pop-per \*pap-ar\ n : one that pops; esp : a utensil for popping 
corn r. iv [.. • '". * 

POP-Pfrt \ , pa>at\ n (ME popet doU, puppet — more at puppet] 1 
chiefly Bnt : dear 2 a Midland : doll b oos : marionette 3 
a : an upright support or guide of a machine that is fastened at the 
bottom only b : a valve that rises perpendicularly to or from its 
seat 4 : any. of the small pieces of wood on a boars gunwale sup- 
porting or forming the rowlocks 

pop-pied Vpap-ed\ adj 1 archaic : growing or overgrown with 
poppies 2: drowsy 

'pop-pie Vpap-3l\ n [ME popuL fr. OE, fr. L populus] chiefly dial 
: poplar 1 

'popple n [popple, vb., fr. ME popleh to bubble, ripple, prob. of 
unit, origin] : a choppy sea \ . . 

Pop-py Vpap-5\ n. pi popples [ME popi fr. OE 
popoig. popig, modif. of L papa vert 1 a : any of a 
genus {Papaver of the family Papaveraceae, the 
poppy family) of chiefly annual or perennial herbs 
with milky .juice, showy regular flowers, and cap- 
sular fruits including one (P. somniferum) that is 
the source of opium and several that are* cultivated 
as ornamentals b : an extract Or decoction of 
poppy used medicinally 2 : a strong reddish 
orange 

pop-py-COck Vpa P -e. i kak\ n [D dial, pappekak. lit., 
soft dung, fr. D pap pap + kak dung] : empty talk 

: NONSENSE 

pop-py-head W>ed\ n : a raised ornament often in 
the form of a finial generally used on the tops of the upright ends of 
seats in Gothic churches 

Pop*i-cle Vpa>,sik-3l\ trademark — used for flavored and colored 




poppy 1a 



water frozen in a rectangular shape on two flat handles 
pop-u-Jace Vpap-ya-lasX n [MF, fr. It 
of popoto the 



MASSES 2 



ap-y»-las\ n [MF, 

fr. L populus] 

POPULATION 



rabble, pejorative 
the common people 



pofMjJar \*pap-y^ljr\ adj [L popularis, fr. populus the people, a 
people] 1 : of or relating to the general public 2 : suitable to the 
" " * "isy to understand : plain <a *** history of the 
the means of the majority : inexpensive (sold 



majority: 
war) b 



as a 

suited to 



at ~ prices) 3 : having general currency' 4 : commonly liked or 
approved <a very ~ girl) syn see common ant unpopular, eso- 
tenc — pop-u-lar-tyorfv 

popular front n, often cop PAF: a working coalition esp. of leftist 
political parties against a common opponent; specif : one spon- 
sored and dominated by Communists as a device for gaining power 

popm-tar-i-ty \,pap-y»- W-at-€\ n : the quality or state of being 
popular • 

pop-u-lar4ze Vpap-y»-l3-,rtz\ vb -bed; 4z4ng vi : to cater to popu- 
lar taste ~ vf : to make popular: as a : to cause to be liked or 
esteemed b: to present in generally understandable or interesting 
form -~ popple r4oa-tion \.pap-y>l>r»- , za-shan\ n — pop-u-lar- 
l*-er \*pa>y*-l>.,rf-z3r\ n . . w . 

popular sovereignty n 1 : a doctrine in political theory that 
government is created by and subject to the will of the people • 2 
: a pre-CSvil War doctrine asserting the right of the people living in 
a newly organized territory to decide by vote of their territorial 
legislature whether or not slavery would be permitted there . 

pop-o4ote Vpap-v3-,lfit\ vt 4at-ed; -latfng (ML populatux pp. of 
populare to people, fr. L populus people] 1 : to have a place in 
: occupy, inhabit .2 .a : to furnish or provide with inhabitants 
: people b: to provide with members 

pop-u-la-tion Xjwp-yo-'iS-shanX n [LL population-, populatux fr. L 
populus] 1 a : the whole number of people or inhabitants in a 
country or region b : the total of individuals occupying an area 
or making up a whole c : the total of particles in a particular 
energy level — used esp. of atoms in a laser 2 : the act or process 
of populating 3 a : a body of persons or individuals having a 
quality or characteristic in common b (1): the organisms inhab- 



iting a particular locality (2) : a group of interbreeding organisms 
that represents the level of organization at which speciation begins 
4 : a group of individual persons, objects, or items from which 
samples are taken for statistical measurement 

population explo sion n : a pyramiding of a living population; esp 
: the recent great increase in human numbers that is usu. related to 
both increased survival and increased reproduction • 

pop-o-liat Vpap-y3-bst\ n [L populus the people] 1 : a member oi 
a political party claiming to represent the common people; esp, 
often cap : a member of a U.S. political party formed in 1891 pri- 
marily to represent agrarian interests and to advocate the free coin- 
age of silver and government control of monopolies 2 : a believer 
in the rights, wisdom, or virtues of the common people — pop-u- 
llam Wiz-anA n — populist also pop-u-Jis-tlc \,pap-y> , Us-tik\ 
adj, often cap 

pop-u-lous Vpap-ya-l3s\ adj (L papulosus, fr. populus people] 1 
: densely populated 2a: numerous b : Hied to capacity 
: crowded — pop-u-loua-ly adv — pop-tMous-neas n 

pop-up Vpap-pp\ n : pop FLY 

por abbr portrait 

POR abbr pay on return 

por-bea-gle ypdfcfr-.be-galX n (Corn porgh-bugel) : a small vivipa- 
rous shark (Lamna nasus) of the north Atlanuc and Pacific oceans 
with a pointed nose and crescent-shaped tail 

por-ce-laln Vpor-sJaOlan. "pdr-\ n [MF porcelaine cowrie sheU, 
porcelain, fr. It oorcellana, fr. porcello vulva, lit., little pig, fr. L 
porcellus. dim. of porcus pig. vulva; fr. the shape of the shell — 
more at farrow] : a hard, fine-grained, sonorous, non porous, and 
usu. translucent and white ceramic ware that consists essentially of 
kaolin, quartz, and feldspar and is fired at high temperatures — 
por-ce-lalrUike VJlk\ adj — por-ce-la^ieous or por-ceUa-ne- 
oua Vpdr-sd-la-ne-as, ,por-\ adj 

porcelain enamel n : vitreous enamel 

por-ce-lairvize V^r-s^Ma-jilz. ^r-X vt 4zed; -Iz4ng : to fire a 
vitreous coating on (as sted) * 

porch WxH^Tch. , p6(3)rch\ n [ME porche, fr. OF, fr. L porticus 

portico, fr. porta gate — more at ford] 1 : a covered entrance to 

a building usu. with a separate roof : veranda 2o6s: portico 
porcine ypdr-^in\ adj [L porcinus, fr. porcus pig — more at far. 

row] : of, relating to, or suggesting swine; esp : obese 
por-cu-pine Vpor-kyi>- i pfa\ . n, - ; 

often attrib [ME porkepin, fr. 

MF pore espin, fr. Olt porcos- 

pino, fr. L porcus pig + j»/no 

spine, prickle] : any of various 

relatively large rodents having 

stiff sharp erectile bristles min- . 

gled with , the hair and consti- 
tuting an Old World terrestrial 

family (Hystricidae) and a New 

World arboreal family (Ere- 
.tbizontidae) : 
'pore YpoXafr, t pdis)r\ vi pored; porcupine 

por-ing [ME pouren] 1 : to 

gaze intently 2 : to read studiously or attentively 3 : to reflect 
or meditate steadily 

2 pore n fME, fr. Mr, fr. L poms, fr. Gk poros passage, pore — more 
at fare] 1 : a minute opening esp. in an animal or plant; esp : one 
by which matter passes through a membrane - 2 : a small inter- 
stice (as in soil) admitting absorption or passage of liquid — pored 
Vp6(3)rd, , pd(3)rd\ad/ 

pore fungus n : a fungus (family Boletaceae or Polyporaceae) 
having the spore-bearing surface within tubes or pores 

pongy Yp6r-ge\ n, pi porgies also porgy {partly fr. earlier pargo 
Cporgy); partly fr. earlier scuppaug (porgy)] 1 : a blue-spotted 
crimson percoid food fish {Pagrus pagrus) of the coasts of Europe 
and America; also : any of various related fishes (family Sparidae) 
2 [alter, of pogv] : any of various teleost fishes (as a menhaden) of 
families other than that of the porgy ' . 

po-rff-er-en \p»- , rif-»-ran\ n [deriv. of L poms pore + -fer -ferous] 
: any of a phylum (Porifera) of primitive invertebrate animals com- 
prising the sponges — porifera n or po-rif.er.el \-n\\ adj 

pork \%( 3 )S, 'pofcHX n [ME, fr. OF, pig, fr. L . ' 
porcus] 1 : the fresh or salted flesh of swine when- 
dressed for food 2 : government money, jobs, or 
favors used by politicians as patronage " 

pork barrel n : a government project or appropri- 
ation yielding rich patronage benefits 

pork-er X'por-kar, , pdr-\ n : hog; esp : a young pig 
fattened for table use as fresh pork 

pork-pie hat NjXJrk-.pl-. .pork-X n [fr. its shape] : a 
felt, straw, or doth hat with a low crown, flat top, 
and usu. a turned- up brim ,;'* 

por-ky \*pdr-k£\ a pi porkiea : porcupine 

por-nog-ra-pher VpOr-^ag-r^-faA n : one who 
produces pornography 

poroog-ra-phy \-fc\ n [Gk pornagraphos, . adj., 

writing of harlots, fr. pome harlot + graphein. to 

write; akin to Gk pernanai to sell, poros journey — 

more at fare, carve] 1 : the depiction of erotic 

behavior (as in pictures or writing) Intended to 

cause sexual excitement 2 : material (as books or 

a photograph) that depicts erotic behavior and is 

intended to cause sexual excitement — por-no- 
$S$>$fl^X?1* a^-por^rapM- 
po^oao.\ , po(»)r- i os, t pd<3)r-\ adj : divided into or 

forming a continuous series of pores <a ~ hyme- . 

nium) . • 

po-roa4-ty \po-'ras-3t^, pOr-*as-, po-Tas-\ n, pi -ties 1 a : the 
quality or state of being porous b : the ratio. of the volume of 
interstices of a material to the volume of its mass 2 : pore' 





pork 1: / hind 
foot 2 ham. 3 
fatback. 4 loin, 
5 side, 6 Bos- 
ton butt 7 pic- 
nic, 8 jowl. 9 
forefoot 



